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RESPIRATORY DEFINITIONS 
 
ABG Arterial puncture for the purpose of assessing oxygenation, ventilation and 

acid-base status.  Includes evaluation, interpretation and communication to 
other care providers 

Team Meeting Bi-weekly interdisciplinary meetings to discuss patient 
problems/progression with other team members 

Shift Assessment Physical exam of the patients with review of the chart, physician orders, 
Kardex and progress notes 

Initial Assessment Comprehensive history and physical assessment of a newly admitted patient 
(respiratory addendum, problem and goal identification, initial outcome 
measure) 

FVL Bedside spirometry that measures static lung volumes and flows 

BiPAP/CPAP S/U Initial application of non-invasive positive pressure.  Includes mask fit, 
patient education, pressure check and alarm status 

BiPAP/CPAP checks Systematic evaluations of non-invasive positive pressure.  Includes mask fit, 
patient education, pressure check, alarm status and skin breakdown 

Bronchoscope Assist Monitoring oxygenation/ventilation while providing bedside assistance to 
physician performing the procedure 

FIO2 Fraction of Inspired oxygen: The fraction of inspired oxygen delivered to the 
patient by the ventilator 

ECG Electrocardiogram 

Flutter Valve Airway adjunct used to help secretion clearance 

PEP Therapy Airway adjunct used to help secretion clearance and treat atelectasis 

Home O2 set-up Qualify and initiate home oxygen for a patient being discharged 

IPPB Positive pressure to augment lung expansion and delivery aerosolized 
medications 

IPV Positive pressure to augment lung expansion, deliver aerosolized 
medications and internal percussion 

MDI TX Aerosolized respiratory medication via Metered Dosed Inhaler 

MDI TX (TRACH) Aerosolized respiratory medication via Metered Dosed Inhaler via TRACH 

Respiratory Parameters The measurements of lung volumes/NIF/RBI of a patient breathing 
spontaneously 
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RESPIRATORY DEFINITIONS (CONTINUED) 
 
Aerosol TX Aerosolized respiratory medication via small volume nebulizer 

Aerosol TX (Vent) Aerosolized respiratory medication via small volume nebulizer delivered to a 
patient receiving mechanical ventilation 

Tank rounds Maintain/monitoring oxygen tank inventory 

Initial PMV Initial monitoring of a patient’s first PMV trial 

T-Piece Trial Monitoring/Documentation the first three trials of a patient being removed 
from mechanical ventilation and breathing spontaneously 

TRACH Care Maintaining a clean TRACH site with sterile water and peroxide.  The inter 
cannula is replaced q shift 

Ultrasonic TX Bland aerosol administration with saline or sterile water for sputum 
induction/hydration 

Circuit Change Providing clean ventilator tubing for a patient on mechanical ventilation 

Ventilator Evaluation and documentation of the patient response to mechanical 
ventilation 

Ventilator Transport Transportation of a mechanically ventilated patient for a 
diagnostic/therapeutic procedure 

Suction Invasive procedure to remove accumulated secretions from the trachea that 
can’t be removed by the patient’s spontaneous cough 

CPO Continuous monitoring of the SaO2, done at the bedside with a pulse 
oximeter 

PaO2 Partial pressure of arterial oxygen:  measurement reflecting the body’s 
ability to pick up oxygen from the lungs 

Oxygen Saturation Ratio of actual hemoglobin oxygen content to potential maximum oxygen 
content carrying capacity of the hemoglobin 

SIMV Synchronized Intermittent Mandatory Ventilation:  Mechanical ventilation in 
which the ventilator delivers a set number of specific-volume breaths; the 
patient may breathe spontaneously between the SIMV breaths at volumes 
that differ from those on the machine. 

PEEP Positive end expiratory pressure:  Increase functional residual capacity (area 
not used) by stabilizing open alveoli to prevent collapse. 

Saturation Study Continuous monitoring of the SAO2 (with a printed report) done at the 
bedside with a pulse oximeter for a specific time interval 

TRACH Change Assisting the physician in changing, downsizing a trached patient 

CPT: Chest physiotherapy Bronchial hygiene that consists of postural drainage, positioning and 
percussion 

 


